PRACTICAL

evive your -

canvas covers

Washing, colouring and proofing

If your boat canvas is looking a little shabby after the winter,
now’s the time to bring it back to life, says Jake Kavanagh

lancing around my
- local boatyard | can
see that many
owners have left
thelr canves covers
In place all winter, and I have to
confess | often do the same.

Urfortungtely, this means the
material will have taken more than
the usual amount of abuse, and
will need some pre-season
maintenance. The biggest problem
is probably guano, dropped from a
great height by seagulis, and
around my South Coast berth they
seem to thrive on a diet of beer
and chips. The acidic dropplngs
solidity on the canvas and eat Into
the threads.

Equally annoying are algae
spores which settle on damp
canvas and create fields of green
slime. Some lichens can also take
hold, and these are very hard to
getrid of.

Then there is the constant UV
bombardment, which fogs the
plastic windows and fades the
canvas colour, followed by saft,
sand and wind-bome poflution.

Adl this adds up to having your
canvas starting fo go ‘green’ and
locking sorry for itself, but the
good news is that it can be easily
revived. Even better, you can
achally protect against the worst
of the elements with a waterproof
barrier coal.

Expert tips
For some expert tips, we took the
advice of Patrick Coghlan from
Renovo UK, manufacturers of a
range of specialist canvas revivers.
We aiso borrowed a rather tired
sprayhood from Nicky Broadhead,
who had removed it from her
pontoon-moored Trapper 501.

Nicky Broadhead’s sprayhood was In need of some serlous attention
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While the hood was mercifully
free of seagult poo, it was stiil
suffering from algae in the stitching
and along the seams, and some
tichen-like growth at the base.

The stainless steel frame had
been (n contact with the canvas at
key points and so there were some
rust stains In the fabric. The two
large windows had a multitude of
smalf scratches and UV damage,
and were beginning to lose their
clarity. Sounds famitiar?

No wonder Nicky was smiling as
we took it away for cleaning.

Here we'll be concentrating on
cleaning the canvas — we'll move
on to the windows next month.
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Brush off any loase dirt, and
ntly scrape off any guano.

Washing
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// ! ray the canvas and sear—:
u with fresh water, This wilf Fz
the canvas cleansr to penetrat:

The cteaner, which has the conslstency of a thick shower gel, is H
at and should be brushed on to the canvas. We decanted some - :
container and painted it on quite thick with 8 5cm (2In) paintbrush.
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B The domestic washing
machine can be used for
cleaning small items of
canvas, such as halyard
bags. winch covers and
dodgers. A basic soap
powder is safest to use, and
the canvas should be put
into a pillowcase with the
top tied off. This stops any
laose hooks or tittings from
fouling the washing
machine’s drum.

This technique also works
well for ropes, and the
pillowcase stops them
fraying on the spin cycle.

Canluse a
pre re

Aver a large area can then pe Pay special attention to tl.. non't forg.. the areas under zﬁmﬂas ?
gently worked Inta the material seams, working the cleaner wefl flaps and other projections.
- sure full coverage. in with the brush. ~ugae just loves to colonise there. B High-pressure washers

have to be used carefuily
;‘low teave it for at least 30 minutes to allow the cleaner to loosen the - tand green algae. . with canvas, as it's possible
it the cover |s very hadly solled, then leave the cleaner to wark overnight, ensuring it doesn’t dry out 10 separate the fibres,
damage the stitching or
distort the canvas as it sits
on its trame.

The best method s to put
the canvas flat on a woodan
pontaon, and use the
washer there, not blasting
the fabric too closely.

- The best use is probably
ext use warm water and a Outi f;;isl wash had seme very . where algae has infiltrated
.Jonge or soft brush to rub up _ satisfying results. especially L )
sther, then rinse thoroughly. You atong the stitching. Nearly all the if your canvas has very the seams behind a window
- use a harder brush on the algae, and the rust stains. had —  stubborn, Ingrained dirt a and where it is possible to -
s, but avold very stiff bristles gone, whlle the canvzs itself was second wash will be necessary - very carefully — blast it out.
“hese can broak the threads. looking much brighter. and maybe even a third.

--actical Boat Owner 497 May 2008 www.pbo.cc..- B7



TR Sy A

ﬁ"f\lﬁl

. PRACTICAL CANVAS RESTORATION

Colouring

Renovo is the only company with canvas
reviver on the market at the moment. The
technology has come from car care products,
where the Renovo rangs is used to restore and

protect convertible soft tops.
>
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The pigment Is poured Into a
beaker, and stirred

With the canvas clean, recoloured i
necessary, and thoroughly dry, we
can apply a waterproofing agent to
the canvas - and, most importantly,
to its seams (a S00mI bottle
liberally coated our sprayhood).
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Although other colours are on the way, there
are cumrently only two available for boat
canvases - dark biue or green (uniess you buy
some from the car range, where you can also
find black and brown).

Canvas reviver is something of a misnomey,
because it doesn't actually ‘revive’ the colour —
it re-dyes it. To experiment, we used an offcut
from an old boom tent in order to sea how the

product performed.
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it s applied with a clean brush in linear strokes, the alm being to complete
the first coat in one go. Stopping half way through the [ob eould resuit in a
tidemaric Ideally the canves should aiso be puited taut to free 1t of wrinkles

Reproofing

There are several wefl-known
reproofers on the market, such as
Scotchgard and Fabsil, mast of
which have been developed for
the outdoor camping and
caravanning market.

A 5cm (2in) brush is dipped In the fluld and palnted on to the matertal until
thoroughly wet. Patrick suggests working from the middie of the canvas
outwards, preferably with the hood taut. Also, avold doing the job (n direct
sunlight to stop the proofer drylng too quickly and unevenly

_If your plastic windows,
hatches or ports are getting
hard to see through, there are
several plastic restorers
avallable. We test them and
plck up some expert tips on
how to polish clear plasti

Some, like Renovo Ultra Proofes,
contain anti-UV additives aimed at
reducing sun damage, the main
canvas killer. It afso has a mildew
and mould inhibitor, and holds any
seagull dropplings on the surface.

L]
AS W | cleaning, Special anenuon
Is paid to the seams

Working on one panel at a time, and
proofing just the outside of the
canvas, the whole job didw’t take
very long. Once done, It was hung
up outslde to dry, which took about
two hours on a cold but suniny
March day
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The colour won't soak through, so
yoiril need to ‘palnt’ both sides.
Bear in mind that the pigment will
also dye the stitching. Once dry
(about two hours depending on
temperature), it can elther be
recoated, or proofed. The pigment
does make the canvas a little
stiffer, but completely transforms it.
All the tired canvas aboard can be
perfectly colour matched to look as
good as new. The next step,

reproofing, shoutd keep it that way
for a long time to come.

Finding the products

L The producis used in this feature
were the Boat Canvas Cleaner
(£12.95 for 500mi), Boat Canvas
Reviver (£18.50 for S00mt) and
Ultra Proofer (€12.95 for 500mi)
from Renove. For more information
visit www.renovomarine.com or

tel: 01444 443277,

A Renovo trade pack is being
markeied by Kayospruce, which
contains a complede canvas
cleaning and reproofing pack,
Including a one-step plastic window
deaner. Visit www.sailcloth.co.uk or
call on tel: 01489 581896

There are a number of other
cleaners for boat canvas, and many
mora for vinyl. Have a ook at:

B www_starbrite.com

The Starbrite website contains
some ‘how o’ videos with usaful
tips on cleaning and proofmg.

W www.holmenkol.com

A retatively new system from
Genmarny, Holmenko! uses
nanctechnology to deep clean
and reproof canvas.

To buy ‘Caring ir your

boat covers’ and ‘Replacing
awning windows’ visit

. s clickon

‘Finu rou a1 uoes’ and enter
the title inthe search area,

or call the Copy Service on

tel: 01202 440832 ‘ ’
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